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MEET THE TEAM
Get to know the folks serving
your kids and youth. This
month we focus on Andrea
Kelley who leads the
Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd (pg. 3)

WHAT'S
HAPPENING

AROUND THE
TABLE

We may not be able to meet
like we used to, but we are
finding creative ways to
gather and encourage your
families. (pg. 2)

This section is for families to
use for conversations around
the dinner table (or
anywhere) to build on themes
we're learning together. (pg. 2)

A TIME OF WAITING...
by Jennifer M. Jukanovich
Advent is a time of waiting, which seems poignant in this time of a global pandemic. We are all waiting for when
we can gather together again, or attend school in-person, or play with our friends. How we wait as parents speaks
to our children of what we hold to be true. Are we waiting and trusting in a sovereign God? Are we waiting in hope
that Our God is a redeemer and can make all things new? Are we waiting in lamentation because Jesus wept? Are
we waiting in a peace that surpasses all understanding? The good news is that we don't have to wait alone. Even in a
pandemic, God reminds us that He is in the midst of the chaos, the storm. And like the early church, we wait with
expectation for the returning King, who gave them the strength to care for the poorest of the poor, the widows and
the orphans, when society taught the opposite, and to proclaim that Jesus is Lord even when the various Caesars
said they were to worship them. Let us be faithful followers - a people of waiting, with expectant hope, who point
our children and our neighbors to the One who is truly King.

WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN
DECEMBER
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
During Sunday Service - Children
Ages 3-8 can join Andrea Kelly for
scripture, prayer and response.
Father Brian Barry will continue to do
a live Catechesis. You can follow his
videos on the CTR Facebook page.

Photos from Catechesis and the Level III Retreat

AROUND THE TABLE
ADVENT

We asked our families what some of their favorite
Advent practices or books are. Even if you just
choose one activity from these suggestions, it
provides children with a sense of place in the
broader story of how God has been speaking to
people since the beginning of time.
Erin Cherry:
https://www.littlewaychapel.com/printables/adventguide
Erik Keifer:
A Thrill of Hope
Sarah Skinner:
All Creation Waits
Reflecting on Our Advent
The 24 Days Before Christmas

Level III Retreat: We had a great
retreat this last Saturday with children
ages 9-12. It was a mix of sociallydistanced fun and reflection in the
atrium. We were even able to include
those who wanted to participate
virtually. Our goal is for this to be a
monthly event. Mark your calendars
for the next one - January 16!

Is Your Family in Need this
Christmas?
If you are heading into
Christmas overwhelmed or
burdened, there are people
who can help. Please don't
hesitate to contact me at
jennifer@ctrnorthshore.org
and I can put you in touch
with the right people who can
come alongside you during
this time.

Middle School Youth Group
The last middle school gathering for
the calendar year will be this Sunday,
December 13 from 2-3:30 pm at the
Great Hall of the Seminary. It will
resume January 10.
High School Youth Group
The last high school gathering for the
calendar year will be this Sunday,
December 13 from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
in the barn at the home of Dano and
Jennifer Jukanovich home - 36
Topsfield Road, Wenham. It will
resume January 10.
High School Girls' Book Study:
Jude - Contending for the Faith in
Today's Culture
Meets every Sunday at 9:45 am in the
Level III classroom at church.
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Meet the Team
Andrea Kelley
Lead Cathechist
Cathechesis of the Good Shepherd
Andrea is the lead cathechist for our children's worship. She is a graduate of Gordon College and
worked as an early childhood educator for many years before she left to pursue landscape
design. She and her husband, Tom, have been married for 34 years. While she was a member at
First Congregational Church in Hamilton, she discovered Children's Worship. She then felt called
to a liturgical church because of a retreat she participated in and began attending Christ Church.
When Christ the Redeemer formed as a church, she joined Father Brian in launching Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd for CTR .
As a lifetime educator with her Master's degree, Andrea always felt there was something missing
in Sunday School. By the time she was introduced to Cathechesis, she was in her 50s and felt like
she was on a whole new adventure with rediscovering God. She thought, "I”ll be retiring soon, but
through Catechesis I feel like I get to go back to my childhood and redo my own faith . That is why
I do it. I want these kids to always know they have
Jesus’ love. I now see that the things I thought were judgments were really gifts. For me, in
Catechesis I feel like I’m 13 years old again and that’s why I still love it. I feel very lucky I
get to do this."
Catechesis in Mrs. Andrea's words:
Typical Sunday school programs have a child produce something to go home to show the parents
and hang on the refrigerator. But when the child works in the atrium, it’s their encounter with
God that is the actual work. God. They’re doing work that’s for them; it's
internal. We’re not here to do coloring. We do emphasize practical life, grace and courtesy
and that is very different from a classroom experience. I’m not the teacher. I’m
encountering God with the child and all I do is present to them through scripture and
then we all meditate on it together. The really awesome thing is that the Cathechesis starts with
Jesus and builds. It is grounded in Jesus and the Kingdom of God and building the child's
understanding of the Bible, and seeing how it’s all connected. Most Sunday schools don’t actually
show how it is all connected. With Cathechesis, you go out and then you come back to Jesus, so
that the whole plan of God isn’t a bunch of random things God did. He’s had this plan all along
and it’s vast and it’s huge and you’ll never understand fully, but you start to see the connections.
It's a true joy for me to be there for the kids in those moments.

