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“All Truth is God’s Truth”
For the last few weeks, we’ve been talking about Human Spirituality—what it would mean to have a physically, emotionally, and
intellectually-appropriate spirituality. (We might have called it
“Incarnational” or “Sacramental” Spirituality, but I like “Human.”
It’s more accessible, and better able to address anti-humanness.)
Some ways of being “spiritual” are on a collision-course with Christian doctrines of Creation, Incarnation, and Sacrament (which, if
you’re not familiar with the theological landscape, are biggies).
And, I suspect, as we digest what God is after in “the redemption of
humanity,” we’ll see the problem with those ways of being “spiritual.”
In Eden and in the Incarnation, we see true humanity. Body, feelings, ideas, and soul not “cut off” from each other, but reconciled
and whole. If we believe that this is God’s end-game, shouldn’t our
spirituality work towards that and not against it?

By Dcn. Adam Salter Gosnell
I went to college at Ouachita Baptist
University and I loved it there. It was
my first exposure to the Christian
liberal arts tradition, and I came
alive. At OBU they had this idea,
almost a mantra, “All truth is God’s
truth.” Because God is who God
is, everything that’s God’s is true.
(That’s the part Christians usually
get right.) But, this part is key, everything that’s true is God’s.
“All truth is God’s truth.” For them, it was like a door, and
once it opened, the way was clear to explore. Biology,
philosophy, chemistry, dancing, everything! By the time
I arrived, they’d gotten in touch with a childlike curiosity
about the world. They just loved to learn. (I think about Dr.
Wink [that’s his real name], “pausing” class and hurrying
off to his office to get a dictionary, ecstatic that someone
used a word he’d never heard before.) But their love of
learning was also profoundly spiritual. Everything that’s
God’s is true, and everything that’s true is God’s.
I think, of the “overlaps” we’ve talked about, the physicalspiritual, the emotional-spiritual, and now the intellectual-spiritual, the third is, perhaps, the one people in this
area most understand. Still, though, there is a kind of
Christianity deeply suspicious of the intellectual life and, I
think, deeply afraid of the truth. In some quarters, there is
still a temptation to think that there’s something “spiritual” about rejecting the intellectual.
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But, in Eden, God creates Adam with a mind and gives
him the task of naming the animals. (Very interesting that
this is one of the only pre-Fall stories we have.) And, if the
intellectual was radically separate from the spiritual, you
might have expected Adam to be a passive conduit for
God’s decisions. Adam might walk over to a giraffe and
he’d go, “Hmm,” and he’d walk over to God and say, “What
do you think?” And God’d say, “Giraffe,” and Adam’d walk
back over and report, “You’re a giraffe now.” (All the while,
I’m sure, couched in the very “spiritual” language of emptying himself for God’s use.) But that’s not what happens.
There’s a real integrity to Adam’s mind. He’s not a passive
conduit for God’s will. He’s an active participant. He makes
decisions of his own, and that’s right and good. And was it
not the Incarnate Jesus who said, “I am the Truth?” Wasn’t
it Jesus who suggested we love the Lord our God with all
our mind?
With Eden in one hand and the
Incarnation in the other, it’s almost
like God intends for the intellectual
and spiritual to overlap.
What would it mean to imagine an
intellectually-appropriate spirituality?
Well, you could go to Fr Tim’s Adult
Formation (it resumes in the Fall).
Maybe you’d start reading. (Lots of
us cut our teeth on C. S. Lewis.) Maybe you’d even learn
some of the Church’s history. (Why can most Christians
tell me more about Abraham Lincoln than St. Augustine?
Clearly, they’ve already been catechized by someone, it
just wasn’t the Church...)
The problem, of course, with an anti-intellectual Christianity is that being anti-intellectual is anti-human. And, to
the degree your Christianity is anti-human, it isn’t Christianity at all.
[“All Truth is God’s Truth” is the final part in a three-part
series on Human Spirituality.]
“Human Spirituality” has been a bit of an experiment, a kind
of three-part theological reflection on St. Irenaeus’s famous phrase,
“The glory of God is man truly alive.” But it’s also been a deeply personal reflection on stories close to my heart. So, I want to thank you
for being a community willing to hear my, and each other’s, stories.
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Happening in June

Upcoming Events

CONSECRATION OF THE NEW ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL:
On Saturday, June 10 the consecration of All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral in Amesbury, MA will be followed by a
reception on the cathedral grounds. Come worship and
celebrate! (See ad on facing page.)

FAMILY PICNIC–SAVE THE DATE: Everyone loves an old-fashioned picnic–food,
softball, swimming, & more! Come and
help fund the fall senior high youth mission trip to work with St. Stephen’s Church
in Kangole, Uganda! Join us on August 5 at the home
of Fr. Malcolm & Dolly Reid. Cost: $20 per Family / $10
Singles (all proceeds go towards the mission). Burgers,
sides, and drinks provided. See you there! RSVP information coming soon!

TRINITY SUNDAY: Sunday, June 11. Bishop Hunter will be
visiting.
FIRST TUESDAY PRAYER: June 13 (rescheduled from
June 6) from 10 a.m. to noon in CTR’s Fellowship Hall.
We gather for songs of praise, Scripture, and then follow
the prayer points in Intercessors for America’s newsletter
praying for America, Israel and the Middle East, and the
persecuted church around the world. “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God have mercy on
me, a sinner.’ I (Jesus) tell you that this man went home
justified before God.” (Luke 18:13-14) For further information, please contact Linda Preston, ljpreston7@yahoo.com.

LA VIDA PARENT-CHILD TRIP: This
summer with Fr. Tim! La Vida, the outdoors education program of Gordon
College, is offering a parent-child backpacking trip this summer in the Adirondacks, led by experienced La Vida staff
and with Fr Tim as chaplain. Dates are July 29 - August 5,
and the cost is $1100 per pair. If interested, please contact
Fr Tim, tim.clayton@ctr-anglican.org.

Summer Reading Group Regular Events at CTR
For Young Adults (College and 20s) …with Father Tim

Thursday Evenings of June
7 pm, chez Clayton (107 Hart St, 01915).
Chesterton’s era was marked by political
dishevel, terrorism, and fear of burgeoning chaos. His response was to write
what became his most famous novel.
On the surface a wild and imaginative
mystery, underneath an exploration of
God, creation, purpose, suffering, and
why God bothered creating in the first place…
Impossible to categorize, nevertheless Thursday has
never been out of print since it was first published in
1908. Critics immediately hailed it as “amazingly clever,”
“a remarkable acrobatic performance”, and “a scurrying,
door-slaming farce that ends like a chapter in the
Apocalypse.”

TUESDAY:
Weekly Bible Study: 7:00pm-9:00pm. Contact Richard
Thorndike, 978-922-3618, for more information.
WEDNESDAY:
Holy Eucharist & Confession: 6:30-7:30am
THURSDAY:
Moms In Prayer International: 9am-10am
Contact Flora Lee, floraisabella@gmail.com.
Women’s Bible Study: Is now on summer break and
will resume in September.
Choir of CTR: 7:15pm-9:15pm. New members are
welcome and needed. Contact Minister of Music
Dan at 978-774-3163x105; dan.mckinley@ctr-anglican.org.
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Today at CTR
PENTECOST SUNDAY - FESTIVAL DAY:
One service at 10 a.m.
THE ANCHOR: Junior High Youth group today at the Keifer
home, from 2-4pm. Snacks, games, Bible Study. Contact Fr.
Brian for info, brian.barry@ctr-anglican.org.

Sermons are available online at:
ctrnorthshore.org/teachings

