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Since then our daughter has been 
blessed by the youth group here. We 
have seen her grow in her faith and 
are certain that God is using Fr. Brian 
and Jackie’s ministry in powerful ways 
and to His glory. We see it in Paloma. 
Every school day morning just before 
exiting the car, Paloma lists whatever 
tests or friends or school situations 
are on her heart and asks her dad if 
he would please pray for them on his 
way to work.

Flora and I are blessed by our friends 
here as well – not just in the pews but 
also in the kitchen, in the community 
outreach opportunities and across 
the miles in the mission field. Our 
Acts 2:42/Home Group is a faithful 
source of prayer, wisdom, support, 
laughter, friendship and deliciously 
unhealthy baked goods.

Flora and I were talking recently 
about how comfortable we both are 
calling Fr. Tim our pastor. His earnest, 
humble and caring spirit resonated 
deeply with my gentle, prayerful wife 
and immediately disarmed my own 
reclusiveness. What a gift of relational 
connection he has–and what a bless-
ing both he and Cheryl have been to 
us. But we think this goes beyond just 
having a “pastoral” heart. 

We have been on the North Shore 
now for ten years and during that 
time we have been blessed to be a 
part of a few different churches–all 
Christ-loving, bible-centered places 
of worship. And we have gotten to 
know several wonderful, God-fearing 
pastors. But in the end, we always 
felt called to move on from those 
churches, not because of worship 
style or theological positions, but 
simply because while there was clear 
love for the Lord, there was no real 
love for one another. And we began 
to understand that culture is set by 
the leadership. 

New England culture, frankly, some-
times doesn’t feel very loving and so 
pastors can tend to adapt to their en-

By David Lee

Flora, Paloma and I come from a non-
denominational “bible church” back-
ground and have been attending CTR 
for three years now. We first came 
because Paloma’s friend Lian attend-
ed the youth group and our daughter 
wanted to see her. When we got to 
CTR for the 10am Catechesis that first 
Sunday, our daughter became shy; 
we waited in the car then attended 
the 11am service.

The high liturgy was different from 
anything we had experienced before. 
Almost immediately, Paloma’s ques-
tions began – and they continued 
through the whole service. It made 
paying attention to the service and 
focusing on God difficult, but two 
things really stood out:
i. Our daughter, rather than playing 
around and fidgdeting, was paying 
attention!
ii. We didn’t know the answers to 
many of the questions she had about 
why things were done in particular 
ways.

It is fair to say that we were drawn to 
CTR through the eyes of a child.

Servant 
Leaders

Today at CTR
FORUM SERIES:  Dr. Nick Rowe discusses “The Art (and Sweat) of 
Peacemaking” with Fr. Tim at 10 a.m. in the Parish Hall. Part of our 
Keep Calm and Love Your Neighbor series.

CONFIRMATION CLASS: 10 a.m. in the Baptistry. Contact Dcn. Adam for more 
information, adam.gosnell@ctr-anglican.org.

THE ANCHOR: Junior High Youth group today at the Keifer home from 2-4pm. 
Snacks, games, Bible Study. Contact Fr. Brian for info, brian.barry@ctr-anglican.
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This Week at CTR 
ARCHBISHOP BEN KWASHI: Satur-
day, February 4, Archbishop Benjamin 
Kwashi, Diocese of Jos, Nigeria, will be 
speaking at 10:15 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. at 
All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral, Amesbury, 
as part of SOMA: Mission in New England 

Conference. For more information or to register, please 
visit https://adne.webconnex.com/soma-new-england. 

MOMS IN PRAYER INTERNATIONAL: Do you worry about 
your children? Their friends? Their school? Experience 
the joy of replacing your fear with peace by praying with 
other moms.  We meet on Thursdays during the school 
year from 9-10 a.m. at CTR. For more info, please contact 
Flora Lee, floraisabella@gmail.com or 978-626-1179.

WINTER PLAYGROUP: Kids feeling 
cooped up this winter? Then come get 
their sillies out at Winter Playgroup! Care-
givers with children from ages 0-5 years 
old, Tuesday mornings from 9-10:30 a.m., 

January 17th through March. Contact Rachel Nimon, or 
emma.acker@ctr-anglican.org.

PRAYER FOR CTR’S STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS: 
Join us to pray,  Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Sacristy.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: The Women’s Ministry offers 
a weekly Bible study for women of all ages. The group 
meets in the Parish Hall every Thursday, from 10 a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. for fellowship, refreshments, Scripture study, 
discussion, and shared prayer. Led by Carol Powers Sheri-
dan, we will walk in gratitude, unity, and joy as we study 
the book of Philippians. Contact Kim Ober, kimwober@
msn.com, with questions or to request materials.

Upcoming Events
CONFIRMATION CLASS: Confirmation is for those look-
ing to make a post-baptismal profession of faith or to be 
received from a different church tradition. We are meeting 
weekly, at 10:00 a.m. in the Baptistry. Contact Dcn. Adam 
for more information, adam.gosnell@ctr-anglican.org.

GO CONFERENCE NEW ENGLAND: February 17-18, 
Worcester, MA.  Keynote speakers and workshops. For 
more information about the conference visit, www.go-
conf.org. A significant group ticket discount is available 
for CTR parishioners, contact Emma for more informa-
tion, emma.acker@ctr-anglican.org.

New in the CTR Library
A candid and lively tell-
ing of her childhood, 
marriage (to Archbiship 
Ben Kwashi) and work 
in extraordinary circum-
stances. Gloria Kwashi, 
through author Abi-
demi Sanusi, is winningly 
transparent about herself 
and her faith. Ben and 
the Kwashi children give 
their honest perspectives 
too, resulting in a loving, 
humorous and inspiring 
story full of faithful cour-
age and generosity.

C A N D L E M A S  C H O R A L  E V E N S O N G
Sunday January 29, 5 p m

 Choir of  Christ the Redeemer with music by 
John Bertalot, Hugh Blair, Gideon Cox, and Charles Wood 

there will be incense at this service
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“Keep Calm” Visitors...
In Part II of Keep Calm and Love Your Neighbor we look for-
ward to hearing from the following friends of CTR as they 
dialogue with Fr. Tim. A full schedule of visitors and their 
bios is available on our website, www.ctrnorthshore.org.  

5 February:
Sheila Rowe – The Art (and Sweat) of Peacemaking II
Sheila co-founded Rebecca’s Well, an NGO in South Africa 
focused on women’s empowerment.  Sheila continued to 
grow the organization throughout her time in South Af-
rica, with her husband Dr. Nick Rowe.

12 February:
Zeke Smith – Keeping Kids & Youth Healthy on and 
around Social Media
Former professional sports photographer, Zeke now 
serves boarding school students in the Boston area as an 
on-campus pastor with FOCUS.

19 February:
Chris Warne – Entering our Neighbor’s Perspective
Chris is a Gordon College grad who spent a few years on 
mission in Kazakhstan upon graduation and now is at 
Gordon-Conwell. He is working with Fr Tim around the 
question of what makes for effective witness in New Eng-
land.

26 February:
Trent Sheppard – Jesus was our Neighbor, Human Like 
Us
Director of Campus Alpha in the Boston area, Trent will 
share with us about his new book: Jesus Journey: Shat-
tering the Stained Glass Superhero and Discovering the 
Humanity of God
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Servant Leaders–continued from page 1

That The Gospel capture the imagination 
of Boston’s North Shore to the glory of Jesus Christ.

virons and set up a culture that makes their congregants 
comfortable – in New England that can mean a bit “stand-
off-ish.” In all of our interactions with Fr. Tim, we have 
never felt that distance. From day one we felt welcomed 
and loved both as individuals and as a couple. We’ve nev-
er actually felt that kind of sincere warmth before, from 
any other church in New England. He has taken the time 
to engage us in deep conversation, to understand where 
we each can contribute to the life of the church body, and 
to discern how best to shepherd each of us on our own 
journeys. Because of this, we feel a deep connection with 
Fr. Tim. It’s difficult to find the right words to describe this 
special open-heartedness of his, but we are so thankful 
for the call that he and Cheryl have here.

Bishop Bill recently had some nice words of encourage-
ment to the leaders of CTR – it was a word about how to 
continue to build a culture that leans on our God-imbued 
social and relational wiring. He pointed out that leader-
ship does not arise out of proper organizational structure, 
or inner strength, or pedigree, or even experience – rather 
it arises most poignantly out of the regular blessing that 
we are to one another, out of the recognition that we of-
fer and share our lives together, and that there is shared 
trust and responsibility and excellence in such communal 
living. To use his words, “the organization always yields to 
the organism.” He also put it this way: “God didn’t come 
to save the Anglican church, He came to save each one of 
us.” 

And maybe this expresses well what Flora and I feel about 
Fr. Tim and Cheryl – that they never forget our shared 
humanity and in fact rejoice in it. Even as our Rector, and 
therefore as a representative of that the full, deep and 
beautiful Anglican communion, Fr. Tim somehow makes 
it clear that it is never about whether we can find the 
right place to fit in, but rather that the whole structure 

exists solely to support our efforts to edify one another 
and glorify God. As it is in church so it is also in life. Bp. Bill 
reminds us to bless one another with a word of thanksgiv-
ing for the gifts and virtues we see in each other–that by 
doing so as much as possible, we will change our un-
derstanding of “church” and spur the kind of community 
and relational binding that will naturally draw forth lay 
leaders.

We find this kind of outlook and approach to “leadership”, 
which Bp. Bill and Fr. Tim seem to share, so innovative and 
edifying, and so different from what we hear everywhere 
else and in all other aspects of our lives.

We’d like to end by going out on a limb a bit; Flora and I 
are praying for a revival here on the North Shore – an hon-
est-to-goodness foot-stomping, arm-waving, face-turned-
upward spiritual re-awakening. It’s past due, and we both 
feel it could happen… and whenever and however God 
moves that forward, we are comforted to know that CTR 
will join in with abandon.


