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the service that day it struck me that 
although our entire family had been 
going to church together for the last 
decade, this might have been the first 
time that we were worshipping in an 
actual traditional church building. 

Our sons Daniel and Isaac (now ages 
10 and 11) had been born during a 
chapter of international work for our 

family and to them “church” meant a 
hotel conference room, a friend’s liv-
ing room, or a school gym. They had 
never seen an actual altar, stained 
glass, or a preacher wearing anything 
but a sports coat and tie, or a polo 
shirt and jeans depending on which 
evangelical fellowship we were at-
tending.

Having recently moved back to the 
North Shore from work overseas, we 
felt we were beginning to put down 
roots but had an ongoing worry 
about how the boys would adjust, 
where they would find their place in 
this new life in America. I still remem-
ber Jodi sending me a picture of Dan-
iel on his first day at school in North 
Beverly - he stood alone against a 
gym wall - watching friends greet 
one another after a summer away; 
he looked petrified. My heart went 
out to him. I wanted him to belong, I 
wanted us to belong somewhere in 
this new life we found ourselves in.

I also have an even more vivid 
memory of seeing Daniel and Isaac 
on the altar at Christ the Redeemer 
being baptized, publicly recognizing 
their new life in Jesus Christ, publicly 
becoming members of the family of 
Christ.

When we first came to Christ the 
Redeemer, we did not know what 
liturgy was. The boys were used to 
spending 10 minutes in a service 
and then scurrying off to children’s 
church. We were worried that the 
boys would find CTR too different, 
too formal or too boring. Very quickly, 
both boys chose to worship with us 
instead of leaving mid-service for 
“class.”

Jodi and I found the prayers prayed 
by saints for hundreds of years and 

This is the seventh in a series of reflections 
by parishioners on what CTR means to 
them. Various areas of our life following Je-
sus together will be highlighted as we head 
into Advent and celebrate what it means 
that our God became one of us, and gave 
us the mission of carrying on as His Body. 
As the calendar year comes to an end, and 
we reflect on the many blessings we have 
here at CTR, please be aware that we need 
a big push in order to finish financially 
strong in 2016 and catch up on our budget. 
Blessings!   Fr. Tim

The Fryling Family 
by Brent and Jodi Fryling

“They are like trees planted along the 
riverbank, bearing fruit each season.” 
(Ps. 1:3)

The first time our family came to 
Christ the Redeemer Church was just 
over a year ago. I distinctly remem-
ber the four of us walking into the 
sanctuary and Daniel our oldest son 
pulling me down to his height and 
whispering in my ear, “Dad this is a 
real church.” As we were enjoying 
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Today at CTR 
FORUM SERIES TODAY: 10 a.m. in the Common Room 
(Parish Hall). This series, through teaching and dialogue, is 
designed to help us have tools and courage for listening to 
and speaking with our neighbors and those around us in 
a way that is fully faithful to our Lord Jesus: reflecting both 
his love, kindness, compassion, while also being forthright 
about our faith.

BLESSING OF PREGNANT WOMEN: Today the liturgies will include the bless-
ing of pregnant women. If you are pregnant and would like to be blessed this  
morning, please come forward when invited during the service.
Jr. HIGH YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY: Youth and their families are 
invited from 2-4 p.m. at the Keifer’s home. Please bring a seasonal goody to 
share. (Choristers will be done in time  to rehearse for Lessons and Carols.)

Icon: Christ blessing children
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This Week at CTR 
AFTER CHURCH LUNCHES:  There will be no meal today 
after the 11am service because of Lessons and Carols this 
afternoon. A reception follows that service and we hope 
to see you all there.  There will also be no meal on Christ-
mas Day or New Years’ Day. Hospitality meals resume on 
January 8.

YOUTH GROUP: December 25 and January 1 there will be 
no Youth Group, due to the holidays.  We will return to our 
regularly scheduled program on January 8.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: Is on holiday break until Thurs-
day, January 12 when the regular schedule will resume. 
Contact Kim Ober, kimwober@msn.com, with questions or 
to request materials.

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S SERVICE at 4 p.m.: During 
the Liturgy of the Word, children will be invited to help 
place figures in the Crèche, then to sit in the front of the 
church for the homily.  While some children will be desig-
nated to carry the large pieces to the Crèche, we invite all 
children to bring a favorite figure from their own crèche at 
home, and bring it forward during the service.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
I am deeply thankful for your commitment and loyalty to Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church. This is an amazing 
church, and from the very beginning people have sensed God plans to do special things here.

One of the things I find amazing is all that goes on in and through CTR given that we  have existed for (but a wee) 
seven years and do not receive any outside financial help; all the money we receive comes from us, from the people of 
CTR. In other words, it is very much because of the committed service and giving of deeply dedicated and generous 
members like you. It brings to mind the words of Paul at the beginning of his letter to the Philippians: I thank God in 
all my remembrance of you.  

So, dear friends, I am writing to you today, at the end of this calendar year, because we at Christ the Redeemer are fac-
ing a significant year-end financial challenge. We need to receive roughly $80,000 in special gifts (beyond our regular 
monthly need) by the end of the calendar year to catch us up to budget and to position us to be financially strong for 
the season ahead. With this letter I am coming to you to appeal to you personally to help to keep our church moving 
ahead. 

We’ve had times of need in the past, and we’ve always seen God carry us through them; I am confident he will carry us 
through again, as he stirs your heart and my heart, and perhaps in ways we’ve not yet imagined. Cheryl and I will look 
at our giving over the past year, and we will give more this month as we meet this need together. Will you join us?

The first step is to pray. Simply sit with the Lord Jesus and ask him what he would have you do. 

We have lots to do here on the North Shore, and beyond. The Lord is on the move among us, and has entrusted to us 
so many people, and especially so many children. Finishing this calendar year strong will help us as we continue to 
move forwards in the work the Lord has for us to do.

So please join Cheryl and me in keeping our church financially strong for a great future. You can put  your gift in the 
offering plate, mail it in to the office, or go online to respond to this important financial challenge. 
Pray, then give – by midnight, December 31. And if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call or email me.

Thank you for reading my letter. Please know how much I appreciate you.

With gratitude,

PS: If you have already made a special gift, thank you! I am aware some gifts have already come in, though, as always, I 
do not ask or want to know who gives how much.
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Advent & 

Christmastide 

Special Events 
and Services

Wednesdays, December 7, 14, 21

7pm Advent Call to Prayer (in the church)

Sunday, December 11 

5pm Caroling (meet in parish hall)

Sunday, December 18

5pm Service of Christmas Lessons & Carols with choirs

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve

4pm Child-friendly Holy Eucharist
7:30pm Evening Prayer
10pm Special Music

10:30pm Christmas Eve Eucharist with choir

(congregational candle-lighting)

Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day

11am Rite I Holy Eucharist with music
(one joint service)

Sunday, January 1, New Year’s Day, Feast of the Holy Name

11am Holy Eucharist with music
(one joint service)

Friday, January 6, Feast of the Epiphany 

7:30pm Holy Eucharist with incense and music
(dessert pot-luck afterward in the parish hall)
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the incorporation of Scripture into the services refresh-
ing and grounding. Father Tim’s sermon series on DNA, 
the very meaning of life, drew us in so much so that if we 
were traveling we would hunt for the recording of the ser-
mon online before the week ended, but we did not know 
how our sons would adapt to our new church home.

After over a year of our family being at Christ the Redeem-
er one word I might use to describe our experience as a 
family here is: rooted. This is especially true of Daniel and 
Isaac. From catechesis, to meals shared after the Eucharist, 
to time spent with families in our home group, to youth 
group, the boys have been happily discovering a commu-
nity of people who love Christ and therefore care and love 
them, people who love their neighbors and care about 
truth, people who see beauty in art and music, people 
who take joy in a meal shared together, people who are 
thrilled to encounter God in His creation or in history, 
people who are young, people who are old, people who 
are rich, people who are poor, and people who belong to 
the family of God!  Under the leadership of Father Brian 
and older members of the youth program, our sons are 
talking about the Bible with someone besides Mom or 
Dad. As I write this, Daniel is at youth group which he is 
excited to go to every Sunday even when there is a Patri-
ots game happening.

I have realized that for our family, Christ the Redeemer is 
an answer to a prayer that I did not even know I should 
have been praying, but have now begun to pray: Holy 
God and Father allow our family to belong to, to be root-
ed in, Your family, for the Glory of your Name and service 
to the North Shore and the world, Amen.

============================

The Keifer Family by Jennifer Keifer

As a child, then a teacher, then a parent, I always knew the 
children’s ministries at the various churches I attended 
were lacking something, but I couldn’t identify what 
it was. When I researched the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd online as we were contemplating joining CTR 
last spring, I knew I had finally found what I’d always been 
yearning for in a children’s ministry.

I want my children to learn how to “Be still and know that 
I am God.” I want them to learn to love and trust Jesus as 
their Good Shepherd, and to treasure His Word as a price-
less gift.  I want them to understand that this priceless 
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gift of God’s Word is saturated with gospel grace, and it 
is certainly not a library of easily simplified morality tales. 
I want them to learn that there is nothing this world can 
offer that is better than an intimate relationship with our 
extravagant God of abundance.

At CTR, extensively trained catechists teach my children 
with respect and dignity as God’s image-bearers, not as 
inconveniences to be kept busy while the adults wor-
ship. They gently guide them with careful and precise 
language as the children are led to ponder, meditate, 
observe, and engage with the Scriptures. The content has 
resonated with my children. On All Saint’s Day, I thought 
my heart might burst with joy as all eight of my children, 
ages six to sixteen, publicly declared their faith in Christ 
and eagerly chose to be baptized. The Holy Spirit is ac-
tively drawing them to Christ. They are owning their faith 
and growing in grace, praise God! I am so very thankful 
that God led us to this community of Spirit-led believers 
with its beautiful vision for my children’s formation.


