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Life Together:

Gathering
Together
This is the sixth in a series of reflections by
parishioners on what CTR means to them.
Various areas of our life following Jesus
together will be highlighted as we head
into Advent and celebrate what it means
that our God became one of us, and gave
us the mission of carrying on as His Body.
As the calendar year comes to an end, and
we reflect on the many blessings we have
here at CTR, please be aware that we need
a big push in order to finish financially
strong in 2016 and catch up on our budget.
Blessings! Fr. Tim

by Carol L. Powers Sheridan
“They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.” (Acts 2:42)
CTR sponsors several Acts 2:42
groups – they are small groups,
house gatherings. Acts groups are a
way to conform ourselves to the early
Church and they are a way of making
connections that draw us into deeper
relationship both with the Lord and
with each other.

Agape Meal (Catacomb of Priscilla), Rome, 3rd century.

Acts 2:42 groups meet at different
homes, on different days, with different schedules but all with the primary
purpose of gathering together in fellowship. These are close-knit gatherings within the larger community of
faith at CTR. We gather together in
homes across the North Shore to get
to know one another in ways that
are not possible when we mingle in
the larger church Body. We share our
lives – our triumphs and our trials - in
ways that bind us close and secure.
The Acts Group that meets in our
house in Rowley usually gets together every other Friday evening. My
husband, Mike, is an exuberant cook
and we enjoy opening our home for

Today at CTR
FORUM SERIES TODAY: 10 a.m. in the Common Room
(Parish Hall). This series, through teaching and dialogue, is
designed to help us have tools and courage for listening to
and speaking with our neighbors and those around us in
a way that is fully faithful to our Lord Jesus: reflecting both
his love, kindness, compassion, while also being forthright
about our faith.
ADVENT ANGEL MINISTRY: Final Sunday for gifts to be collected (Parish Hall).
CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Today at 5 p.m., meeting in the Parish Hall. Dress warmly
as we will be caroling outside in the neighborhood around the church.
Refreshments will be available afterward.
CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES: Final Sunday for flower donations.

fellowship with others. While we eat
dinner together, we laugh, we share,
and we love one another. The special
communion that occurs with a shared
meal is a mystical participation in
our joint life together. Whether it’s
the special farm-raised bacon or the
Mexican dessert made from a recipe
from years ago or the hot sauces that
“make you feel alive,” it is a joyous
time that enlivens and refreshes us.
From that place of sharing a meal,
we become comfortable to share our
spiritual journeys and the ways God
is working in each of our lives. Our
discussions focus on the sermons
we’ve heard or a book we are reading together. And we always pray
together, ending our fellowship with
the timeless words of the Compline.
It is a valued time together.
“The church exists primarily for two
closely correlated purposes: to worship God and to work for his kingdom
in the world ... The church also exists
for a third purpose, which serves the
other two: to encourage one another,
to build one another up in faith, to
pray with and for one another, to
learn from one another and teach
one another, and to set one another
examples to follow, challenges to
take up, and urgent tasks to perform.
This is all part of what is known
continued on page 4
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WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY meets in the Sacristy on Tuesdays,
7:00-9:00 p.m. Contact Richard Thorndike, 978-922-3618,
for more information.

THIRD SATURDAY HEALING SERVICE: Healing the MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES: God gives us gifts with which
to serve him; use your musical talents by participating
Holiday Blues. Saturday,
with Christ the Redeemer music ensembles:
December 17 at 5 p.m.
Choir of Christ the Redeemer, for adults and high school
students, rehearses in the church, 7:15-9:15 p.m., Thursdays. New members are welcome and needed. Child care
ADVENT ANGEL MINISTRY: Today we will collect the
might be available on request. The choir will sing the
gifts for the Angel Gift Ministry. Gifts should be placed in 11:00 a.m. service most Sundays, September 11 through
a Christmas gift bag with tissue paper and the tag secure- Trinity Sunday in June, as well as special services. Contact
ly attached. Place them near the Christmas Tree in the
Minister of Music Dan McKinley, 978-774-3163, x105,
Parish Hall. Youth group members will be on hand to re- dan.mckinley@ctr-anglican.org.
ceive your gifts. If you have forgotten to bring in your gift Seraphim Choir (grades 4 +), Wednesdays, 4-5:15 p.m.
today, please contact Diane Castro, dianecastro53@gmail. Children will be equipped to make music to the Lord their
com or Allegra Smick, allegrasmick@gmail.com, 978-500- whole life. Contact Dan McKinley, see above.
9222 for instructions about bringing the gift during the
Cherubim Choir (grades 1-3), Wednesdays, 4-5pm. Estabweek. We will be sorting the gifts this week in preparation lish the foundation of music making with this engaging
for delivery on Dec. 17. Thank you all for your generous
program. Contact Cyndi Kreyling, kreylingc@gmail.com.
participation in this ministry to needy children.
FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS & CAROLS: Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to our
annual Festival of Christmas Lessons and Carols, 5:00 p.m., Sunday,
December 18. The Choir of Christ
the Redeemer and the Seraphim
Choir will sing music by John Bell,
Anton Bruckner, Harold Darke,
Paul Edwards, John Gardner,
George Frideric Handel, Morten
Lauridsen, Robert Leaf, Arvo Pärt,
Dale Wood. The congregation will
sing hymns of the season, and the
nine Scripture lessons will be read by parishioners and
clergy. The service will last approximately an hour-and-ahalf. Child care will be provided. Refreshments will follow
in the Parish Hall.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: The Women’s Ministry offers
a weekly Bible study for women of all ages. The group
meets in the Parish Hall every Thursday, from 10 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. for fellowship, refreshments, Scripture study,
discussion, and shared prayer. Led by Carol Powers Sheridan, we will walk in gratitude, unity, and joy as we study
the book of Philippians. Contact Kim Ober, kimwober@
msn.com, with questions or to request materials.

Upcoming Events
BLESSING OF PREGNANT WOMEN: On Advent 4, Sunday, December 18, the liturgies will include the blessing
of pregnant women. If you are pregnant and would like to
be blessed that morning, please contact Fr. Tim, tim.clayton@ctr-anglican.org, or Fr. Brian, brian.barry@ctr-anglican.
org, and let them know if you will be attending the 7:45
a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service.
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP: Join us Friday, January 19 at 7
p.m. Good food and great discussion at the Ober residence. More information coming soon!
FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
On Twitter: @ctr_north_shore
On Twitter: @revdtim
On Instagram: @ctr_northshore
On Facebook: @ctranglican
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Youth Holiday Events
Advent &
Christmastide
Special Events
and Services
Wednesdays, December 7, 14, 21
7pm Advent Call to Prayer (in the church)
Sunday, December 11
5pm Caroling (meet in parish hall)
Sunday, December 18
5pm Service of Christmas Lessons & Carols with choirs
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve
4pm Child-friendly Holy Eucharist
7:30pm Evening Prayer
10pm Special Music
10:30pm Christmas Eve Eucharist with choir
(congregational candle-lighting)
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day
11am Rite I Holy Eucharist with music
(one joint service)
Sunday, January 1, New Year’s Day, Feast of the Holy Name
11am Holy Eucharist with music
(one joint service)

Tonight our annual Christmas Caroling evening will take
place, beginning at 5 p.m. at the church. While the whole
church is invited, this event has always been championed
and made possible by the youth group. Youth and families are invited to gather early to eat together before caroling, at 4 p.m. and to bring a dish to share. Remember to
dress warmly; we will be caroling outside in the neighborhood around the church. If you need to contact us during
the event, please call Fr. Brian’s cell phone, 603-714-5615.
Refreshments will be available afterward in the Parish Hall
as we thaw out.
Next Sunday, December 18 is the Youth Group Christmas
Party at the Keifer’s home, 2-4 p.m. This is an open invitation for Junior High youth and their families to celebrate
together. Please bring some sort of seasonal goody with
you to share with the group. (We plan to be done in time
for choir members to rehearse for Lessons and Carols.)
December 25 and January 1 there will be no Youth Group,
due to the holidays. We will return to our regularly scheduled program on January 8.
We hope to see to get to see you at one or both of these
events!

Friday, January 6, Feast of the Epiphany
7:30pm Holy Eucharist with incense and music
(dessert pot-luck afterward in the parish hall)

“Thank you to all who have given
generously recently, every contribution
is certainly helping us come closer to our
year-end goal. We still need a big push in
order to finish financially strong in 2016
and catch up on our budget. Prayerfully
consider these things as the calendar
year comes to a close. “
Peace,
Father Tim.
Artist: Jennifer Mahnke
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loosely as fellowship.”
N.T. Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense

There are enough small groups to satisfy the scheduling
needs of everyone!

For me, this fellowship—the consistent presence of a
Church small group in my life—is more than a “valued
time.” It is a life-saving time! I have never been able to
function in my spiritual life without a committed small
group underpinning me. Ever since college, being part
of a small group has been a necessary part of my being able to function in the world. In college, my small
group helped me discern whether the friendship with
my best friend would/should lead to marriage (it did!). In
law school, my small group provided the grounding and
stability I needed to stay sane and focused. In my work
life over all these years, my small group encouraged and
accompanied me through the challenges and joys of a
profession in law. In raising my three children, my small
group anchored me in ways that enabled me to persevere
when I thought I was completely depleted. In entering
widowhood and then a second marriage, I was companioned and counseled and upheld by my small group. And
now that I am entering my “older and greyer” years, the
CTR Acts 2:42 group has been a source of encouragement
and connection that has made life rich and good.

HOW do I connect with a small group? The Church awaits
– you can call Jo Ann Buccigrosso at the Church offices,
978-774-3163, ext. 102. She will be happy to give you the
information you need to join a group and begin your life
together with others in a wonderful walk of faith!

So, WHO should be in a small group? Everyone! It does
not matter your age or your calling in life (student,
laborer, professional, homemaker, retiree); it does not
matter your relational status (single, married, divorced,
widowed); it does not matter at all what those exterior
categories might be. What matters is we are called to
gather together to deepen our relationships with our
Lord and with each other.
WHAT kinds of small groups are there? All kinds. Some
groups eat a meal together; some enjoy snacks or desserts; some focus on the weeks’ sermons and others read
a book together; some groups follow a liturgical order
and all the groups pray for each other.
WHEN do the small groups meet? Some groups meet
once a month, some meet weekly, and others meet every
few weeks. The timing of CTR’s Acts groups varies – they
are available throughout the week and at different days of
the week.
WHERE do the small groups meet? The gatherings occur
all over the North Shore. Some groups rotate who hosts
the group; others meet at one person’s house each time.

Lastly, WHAT is that walk of faith all about? The pattern
of our lives is woven together with and within the lives of
others. We are not meant to walk alone. When you are in
a small group, the others notice when you are not there.
Your wisdom and life experiences and prayers become
an encouragement to others, and your presence brings a
richness and function to the Body of Christ that would not
exist without you!
We end with the deep resonating words of the Compline,
“Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that
awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest
in peace. The almighty and merciful Lord—Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit – bless us and keep us. Amen.”

