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project while the room was empty.  
At that time, my world was caving in 
due to the prolonged illness of my 
mother, the alienation of relatives 
who might have helped shoulder that 
burden and my impending retire-
ment without definite plans. 

Unfortunately for him, when he 
asked, “How are you?” the flood gates 
opened. He turned away toward the 
computers. I had unburdened too 
much. But he hadn’t turned away; he 
opened BibleGateway.com to print 
a passage from Proverbs.  “You gotta 
read this,” he encouraged me.  As my 
eyes traveled down the page, I found 
that the wisdom was talking to and 
about me. My friend then handed me 
a CD that his grandmother had given 
him for his birthday a few weeks 

earlier: the Tim Keller sermon on that 
same passage. That evening I listened 
to Rev. Keller on my drive home and 
was inspired. The next day, the stu-
dent and I talked about Proverbs and 
Rev. Keller’s take, and then he told me 
that I needed to find a congregation.
By Sunday, I had located a church 
near my home. I hoped to find rem-
nants of my religious experience as 
a child. I arrived late for the service, 
yet I was quietly welcomed by many 
folks. Back at school, my friend kept 
checking with me,  “Did you go to 
church this week?” and then with 
an assumption, “How was church 
yesterday?”

Eventually as our friendship grew, I 
thanked him for the wonderful gift 
of God that he had given me. He 
beamed and told me that my excite-
ment and acceptance of Christ was 
alone and by itself a gift of repayment 
for him. 

I retired. The emptiness I had dreaded 
set in. My mother passed away. And 
in a perfect storm, the structure of my 
world collapsed. But I was supported 
by John 16:33:
  “I have told you these things, so 
that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.”  

This is the second in a series of reflections 
by parishioners on what CTR means to 
them.  Various areas of our life following Je-
sus together will be highlighted as we head 
into Advent and celebrate what it means 
that our God became one of us, and gave 
us the mission of carrying on as His Body. 
As the calendar year comes to an end, and 
we reflect on the many blessings we have 
here at CTR, please be aware that we need 
a big push in order to finish financially 
strong in 2016 and catch up on our budget. 
Blessings!   Fr. Tim

by Dr. Richard Ladd

My countdown to retirement num-
bered about fifty days and I was 
trying to enjoy the last few weeks in 
the classroom and the attachments I 
had established with several students 
over their four years in high school: 
talking to them about their future, 
their college plans, and their immedi-
ate designs. 

One young man who, among others, 
had found a haven in my classroom 
came in to work on a political science 

Life Together:

Haven

Today at CTR 
RECTOR’S FORUM: Today and next Sunday, November 20, at the 10 a.m. 
coffee hour, join Fr. Tim to discuss and explore CTR’s Strategic Plan.

ALL SAINTS’ UPDATE:  We are tidying our church 
database and updating information. All regular 
attenders, please help us out by stopping by the 
Church Directory Hightop Tables in the Parish Hall, 
to check your information is current.

SENIOR HIGH LUNCH: Today in the Sacristy from 
12:30-1:30 p.m., join Fr. Brian for lunch and discussion.
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This Week at CTR 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST: Saturday, November 
19, 8:30-10:30 a.m. Join us as we talk and pray together 
about God’s call to walk as men of faith and to seek His 
purpose for our lives. All ages welcome. If you can provide 
a breakfast food item, please email David, david.green-
ing@ctr-anglican.org.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: The Women’s Ministry offers 
a weekly Bible study for women of all ages. The group 
meets in the Parish Hall every Thursday, from 10 a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. for fellowship, refreshments, Scripture study, 
discussion, and shared prayer. Led by Carol Powers Sheri-
dan, we will walk in gratitude, unity, and joy as we study 
the book of Philippians. Contact Kim Ober, kimwober@
msn.com, with questions or to request materials.

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY meets in the Sacristy Tuesdays, 
7:00-9:00 p.m. Contact Richard Thorndike, 978-922-3618, 
for more information.

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES: God gives us gifts with which 
to serve him; use your musical talents by participating 
with Christ the Redeemer music ensembles:
Choir of Christ the Redeemer, for adults and high school 
students, rehearses in the church, 7:15-9:15 p.m., Thurs-
days. New members are welcome and needed. Child care 
might be available on request. The choir will sing the 
11:00 a.m. service most Sundays, September 11 through 
Trinity Sunday in June, as well as special services Contact 
Minister of Music Dan, 978-774-3163x105, dan.mckinley@
ctr-anglican.org.
Seraphim Choir (grades 4 +), Wednesdays, 4-5:15pm. 
Children will be equipped to make music to the Lord their 
whole life. Contact Dan McKinley. 
Cherubim Choir (grades 1-3), Wednesdays, 4-5pm. Estab-
lish the foundationof music making with this engaging 
program. Contact Cyndi Kreyling, kreylingc@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Events 
KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTAN EVENSONG: Celebrate the Feast 
of St. Andrew (patron saint of Scotland) on Sunday, No-
vember 27, 5 p.m., in the church. Bagpiper Jared Samost 
will be on hand to provide festive Scottish-Celtic sounds. 
Bring items from your own national heritage to place on 
the altar for blessing, and if you have a traditional national 
costume, you’re welcome to wear it. (These are not limit-
ed to things Scottish.) Above all, participate in the service 
of Evening Prayer, praying for the peoples of all nations 
with music sung by the congregation. A festive reception 
will follow in the Parish Hall.

 CTR WORK DAY:  Helpers are 
needed on Saturday, December 3, to 
assist with a variety of cleanup and 
maintenance tasks around the 
church property.  We’ll start around 
8 a.m. and finish by 1:30 p.m. Weath-
er permitting, there will be a couple 

of outside projects.  We’ll work indoors as well. All ages 
welcome. It’s a great way to make new friends as we labor 
together caring for God’s house. If you can join us, even 
for a while, please contact David Greening at the church 
office: david.greening@ctr-anglican.org,978-774-3163 
x101.

ADVENT RETREAT: Saturday, December 10, 9 a.m.-
12:15 p.m. This Advent come learn how Spiritual Direction 
can heighten your expectation and readiness for God’s 
coming. Register with Wendy Dixon, wendenn@gmail.com

THANKSGIVING POTLUCK FOR THE 
CTR COMMUNITY:  Our 7th annual 
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner will be 
at 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day, Novem-
ber 24 in the Parish Hall.  The church 
provides the turkeys but culinary 
contributions to round out the meal are 

brought by those attending: salads, vegetable dishes, 
potatoes, stuffing, bread, relishes, desserts, appetizers, 
and beverages. Arrive after 1p.m. to enjoy some appetiz-
ers before dinner.  If you plan to attend, please sign up in 
the Parish Hall OR contact Catherine and Michael Chiu-
sano, cr.avril@gmail.com, 978-927-3095.  Provide your 
contact info and let us know what food you’ll bring, how 
many will attend, and if you can help with the event.
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Children’s Classes
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:  Children of every age are 
encouraged to participate in the service as well as their 
age-related classes. Our classes follow the  Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd curriculum. Further information is 
available on our church website, ctrnorthshore.org.
Nursery Atrium: Care is provided for children ages 0-3 
throughout the 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services.
9:00 a.m. — During the sermon, children of all ages are 
invited to gather in the Baptistery for a time of prayer, 
scripture, and song.
10:00 a.m. — Children’s Formation Hour: Children ages 
3-5 and 9-12 meet in the Sheepfold, our temporary  
modular classroom. Children ages 6-8 meet on the Parish 
Hall stage.
11:00 a.m. — At the singing of the Gloria, children depart 
for Catechesis in procession, following the Cross. Children 
ages 3-5 go left to the Sheepfold; children ages 6+ go 
right to the Parish Hall. They return during the Offertory 
for Holy Communion.
During all services, the Retreat Room (in the back of the 
church) is provided for you to use with a restless child. 
From there you can see and hear the service.

Youth Activities
Junior High students (grades 6-8) meet for Bible-study 
and worship while building relationships with mentors 
and young-adult leaders from our congregation. Every 
Sunday afternoon from 2-4 p.m. at the Keifer family home 
in Danvers, following the lunch after the 11 a.m. service. 
Contact Fr. Brian for more information, brian.barry@ctr-
anglican.org.

Senior High students (grades 9-12) have lunch and 
discussion together with Fr. Brian, following the 11 a.m. 
service (12:30-1:30 p.m.) every other Sunday.  Contact Fr 
Brian, brian.barry@ctr-anglican.org.

College Students
College students meet for lunch after the 11 a.m. service  
at a designated table in the Parish Hall.  Other events hap-
pening throughout the year.  Contact Valine, valinemul-
len@gmail.com or Devin, dmcginnis@gordonconwell.edu. 

Valine Mullen Devin McGinnis

” I believe there is a rule in the spiritual life - to the degree 
that we understand how much it cost Jesus to save us, and 

how much he has loved us, to that same degree we naturally 
give of ourselves to him, we give of our lives, we give of our 
resources. When we let Jesus in, salvation comes into our 

house and out of that flows a life that doesn’t have to hoard 
anymore, it’s not stuck in a closed loop, it has been opened 
up to an eternal future that’s joyous, beyond any glory that 

we could ask or imagine, and we’re able to give away.”  
 - Fr. Tim    

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, 

I restore it fourfold.” (Luke 19:8 NIV)Zacchaeus by Niels Larsen Stevns 1913
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This was one of several references that my friend had 
given me, and that together we had labeled “Verses for a 
&*#(^% Day.” These scriptures kept me afloat, because the 
haphazard approach to worship at the church around the 
corner lacked structure and meaning; omitting pieces of 
accepted liturgy because the pastor “didn’t like them.” The 
very reason I started to attend church was slipping away. I 
needed more.

My friend suggested that I visit Christ-the-Redeemer. On 
a recent September morning, ushers and parishioners 
greeted me. I sat and was quickly engulfed by the sanc-
tuary and by the Holy Spirit. Straddling two churches, I 
sat and prayed for guidance until the warm tones of an 
organ prelude alerted me to the beginning of the service. 
Then, I witnessed the structure that I had been seeking.  A 
structure so intricately woven that a single thread tied to-
gether the Psalm, the Old Testament reading, the Epistle 
and the Gospel, as well as the carefully selected music. 
Those parts of worship that had been excluded in the 
other church came alive: “Glory be to the Father!” Prayers 
that I had recited in my childhood flooded back to my 
memory; Fr. Tim’s sermon that morning connected these 
pieces into a cohesive whole. I found a meaning to Holy 
Communion.  

Haven, continued from page 1

Other Notes
HEALING PRAYER: During Communion, individual and confidential prayer for personal concerns is offered by trained 
prayer ministers in the prayer room at the back of the Church. Longer appointments will be available after the service: 
see the information printed beneath the Postlude.

CARE: While at CTR, if you are approached directly by someone you don’t know for financial or other kinds of help, 
please let one of the ushers or clergy know so that the church can respond with appropriate care.

The clergy’s sermons still loop things together for me as 
my faith gels.  In an Old Testament class I was auditing 
at Gordon College, the professor explained the ancient 
sacrifices on the altar at the temple in Jerusalem and that 
Jesus had made the ultimate sacrifice. I had always under-
stood ultimate to mean most wonderful, but then con-
necting the liturgy of CTR, I realized that ultimate in this 
case means, last or final. From His sacrifice henceforth, 
there would be no more sacrifices before God. 

Soon after, I visited my friend for dinner near his college, 
excited to reveal my sudden epiphany. He looked at me, 
and said, “Duh! Why do you think they call Him the ‘Lamb 
of God’?”

That first service for me at CTR concluded as we sang 
“Guide me, O, thou great Jehovah!” one of my favorite 
hymns that I hadn’t heard in forty years. As I listened to 
those words with a new ear, I realized that I had found 
the guidance I was seeking and that through the gift of 
my friend who persevered and through the welcoming, 
greatness and structure of Christ the Redeemer, I, too, 
had found a haven.

KIRKIN’ O’ THE TARTAN
Congregational Evensong

Sunday, November 27,  5 p.m.


